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OPERATIONAL INSTRUCTION FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF CONFORMITY WITH EQUALITAS OF THE ORGANISATION

CARBON FOOTPRINT REPORTS DRAWN UP ACCORDING TO THE GHG PROTOCOL

Revision Date File Name Reason REdited by

000 10/08/2025 IOPO08_EQ_001_20251008 -First emission Andrea Di Guardo e Marco Tonni
(Members of Equalitas CTSE)

1. INTRODUCTION
The SOPD Equalitas Standard (hereinafter Standard) requires a carbon footprint assessment (for the
organisation or product depending on the case) once every three years as an environmental requirement for
the acquisition and/or maintenance of certification. The study, according to the Standard, must be done
following the requirements of the reference ISO standard, ISO 14064- 1:2018 (hereinafter ISO 14064) for the
organisation carbon footprint or ISO 14067:2018 (hereinafter ISO 14067) for the product footprint. The
Standard details, in an annex to the specification, the footprint assessment requirements necessary for the
reference context.
The GHG Protocol methodology (hereinafter GHGP) was born in the early 2000s and has spread, especially in
the corporate sector, thanks to the presence of rules and free tools for measuring emissions, also available
online.
This operational instruction is designed to enable Organisations that perform corporate carbon footprint
calculations under the GHGP protocol to align documentation with Equalitas certification.
This is intended to ensure that reports produced under the GHGP meet accuracy and reproducibility
requirements which are part of both protocols (ISO and GHGP).

2. REQUESTS FOR INTEGRATIONS

The methodologies described in GHGP and ISO 14064 have many aspects in common, particularly in the
calculation of direct emissions and overall valuation choices, but also substantial differences regarding
technical and procedural aspects. The list below is largely derived from the comparison in 1ISO 14068:2023
Annex C ("Carbon neutrality”?).

In order to ensure reliability, completeness and consistency of carbon footprint studies, the Organizations that
obtain Equalitas certification and that have carried out or will carry out the calculation of the Organization's
carbon footprint according to the GHGP, must integrate the following points:

2.1. RESPONSABLES
ISO 14064 requires the report to include the responsible for the data collection and the responsible for the
drafting of the CFP report while the GHG report considers it optional.
Therefore, the GHG report is required to include the names of the data collection representative and the
person responsible for drafting the CFP report.

2.2. THIRD PARTY REPORT

11SO 14068:2023 "Greenhouse gas and climate change management and related activities - Carbon Neutrality" is the Standard that
specifies the principles, requirements and guidelines for achieving and demonstrating carbon neutrality through quantification,
reduction and carbon footprint compensation.
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ISO 14064 requires third party verification and explains how it should be conducted, while the GHGP considers
this as optional and does not provide any specific information on it.

Therefore, it is requested that the study has been subject to third party audits by a Certification Body
authorised to carry out audits under ISO 14064, or alternatively it is requested that the Certification Body
chosen for the Equalitas audit also verify the requirements listed in this Operational Instruction.

2.3. INDIRECT EMISSIONS
ISO 14064 (Ann. B, Ann. H) requires the quantification and reporting of all indirect emissions (energy, transport
and value chain) while the GHGP considers Scope 3 emissions (from the value chain) as optional.
Therefore, it is required that all indirect emissions are explained and reported as requested in ISO 14064 and
in particular in Annexes H and B.

2.4. REMOVALS
ISO 14064 requires quantification and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions and removals (Ann. D, Ann. G),
while GHGP allows to ignore removals (if reported they must be reported separately).
Therefore, it is required that, if removals are also explained and reported, the measurement and calculation
evidence comply with the criteria set out in ISO 14064 and, in particular, as reported in Annexes G and D.

2.5. AVOIDED EMISSIONS
ISO 14064 doesn’t consider the “avoided” emission, while the GHGP includes them in the calculation (calling
them “avoided”).
Therefore, since 1SO 14064 does not consider this type of emission and since it requires calculations or
assumptions that are difficult to justify, it is required that, if it evaluated, it be reported separately.

2.6. ENERGY
ISO 14064 allows the calculation of emissions from purchased energy only with "location based" method (Ann.
E) while the GHGP allows to choose between the methods "location based" and "market based".
Therefore, it is required that the calculation of emissions for energy complies with the requirements of ISO
14064 and, in particular, as reported in Annex E; any benefits from the use of “green” certificates calculated
using the “market based” method must be explained separately.

2.7. CFP REPORT
ISO 14064 requires a structured reporting of emissions in a Report with well-defined and reproducible content
(Ann. F), while the GHGP makes it mandatory to report only some of this information.
Therefore, it is requested that the certification report be structured in a manner compliant with that required
by 1SO 14064 by referring in particular to section 9 and annexes F and G.




