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EQUALITAS NEWS
Dear readers, during this very difficult moment for
the country and for the whole world, we are
relaunching the Equalitas newsletter, not in order
to pretend that nothing is happening but, on the
contrary, to try to spread, in our small way, a
message of hope. In this unprecedented global
crisis, wineries are involved in economic terms
and each of us is involved as a citizen in human,
health, even ethical terms.
Yes, because as operators of a sector whose
categories fall within the essential activities listed
by the Government (farms, beverage industries),
we are torn between the need not to stop the
machine and that of contributing to isolating the
virus.
Civic spirit fighting the need for subsistence. I
certainly do not wish to give life lessons, nor do I
have ingenious solutions to offer. However, I
would like to stimulate all readers towards a
fundamental reflection: isn't this search for
balance a metaphor for sustainability?
Public health, business continuity, guaranteed income for employees and suppliers are just a few of the
topics which the puzzle can be broken down into. In this issue of the newsletter we will tell you about
some of our initiatives from the recent past and also about something we have in store for the future,
for a management of our sector that will further evolve towards an increasingly 360-degree sustainable
approach. Good luck to you all.
Stefano Zanette, President of Equalitas.
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TRAINING

The first Corporate Social Responsibility course
pursuant to the SOPD Equalitas and AMFORI BSCI
Standards", held at the Cirve of Conegliano on 16 and
17 January 2020 was a great success.

A hundred applications were received by the Federdoc
secretariat immediately after the publication of the event
before Christmas 2019, in relation to the 20 originally
planned places (then inevitably increased to 30). As is
known, Equalitas and AMFORI have recently signed a
cooperation agreement to encourage performance
improvement in terms of sustainability of the social,
environmental and economic aspects of the wine supply
chains.
There was much anticipation and a pinch of concern
towards the wineries’ acceptance of the initiative. The
ethical pillar of sustainability remains partially "obscure" to
the Italian wine supply chain, in addition, the proliferation

of initiatives in the last period has increased entropy and
confusion on the topic.
With relief first and satisfaction afterwards, the organisers
verified the growing interest of the operators and the
credit enjoyed by the two initiatives, capable of catalysing
the attention of several dozen representatives of the most
important Italian wineries in a very short time.
And apparently the course did not disappoint
expectations, given the manifestations of keen
appreciation which were sometimes even formalised by
the users. Subverting predictions and previous plans, it
was decided to provide a new session of the same
course, to meet, at least in part, the many requests we
received. The appointment with those who could not
obtain a place in Conegliano was scheduled at the Terre
Cevico organic commercial farm, the Tenuta Masselina in
Castel Bolognese on 12 and 13 March 2020. Then, the
known emergency linked to COVID-19 interrupted the
project, which we plan to resume as soon as possible and
with even greater enthusiasm!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The new Technical Scientific Committee of
Equalitas has been appointed

When the first Equalitas Technical Scientific
Committee reached the end of its term in office,
and to whom President Stefano Zanette
expressed his heartfelt thanks, the Equalitas
Board of Directors appointed a new pool of
experts who will cover this delicate role for the
near future.
The members appointed are almost all entirely
new, even though a third of the experts from the
previous panel could be confirmed in the
assignment, in order to ensure historical
memory and continuity.
The new President Vincenzo Gerbi (University
of Turin) will be able to rely on the collaboration
of Alessandro Pacciani (University of
Florence), Marco Tonni, (SATA), Nicola
Matarazzo (Consorzio Tutela Vini Vesuvio),
Alessandro Galardi (ARS Qualitatis), Andrea
Maria Marconi (BRC- GS), Lorenzo Zanni,
(University of Siena) Stefano Ferrante (Zonin),
Giordano Zinzani (Consorzio Vini Romagna)
and Andrea Di Palma (Adiconsum).

We would have liked to celebrate the inauguration of the
new Committee on 20 March 2020, at Castelbrando,
Cison di Valmarino (TV).
The annual convention of Valoritalia, one of the
certification bodies accredited by Equalitas, was
scheduled to take place in this spectacular venue. The
program would have included an important conference,
with speeches by Paolo De Castro and Giuseppe Blasi,
the MIPAAF manager who is coordinating the project for
drawing up the long-awaited Single Sustainability
Standard.
This important occasion would have started the new
Committee’s work, but obviously the entire program of
events was cancelled due to the national emergency
linked to Covid-19. However, we do not exclude that the
Committee may meet by videoconference in the coming
weeks.
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CERTIFICATION

Welcome Agroqualità!
RINA, a company that provides a wide range of services
in the energy, marine, certification, infrastructure and
transport and industry sectors, with over 3,900 resources
and 200 offices in 70 countries worldwide. In 2013,
thanks to the acquisition and subsequent merger by
After CSQA and Valoritalia, a third entity has completed
incorporation of Ismecert, a certification body specialised
the accreditation process pursuant to the SOPD Equalitas
in providing added value to quality productions,
standard. This is Agroqualità. Agroqualità was founded in
Agroqualità became one of the major Italian players in the
1995 from the need of the Chambers of Commerce to
field of agri-food market controls.
oversee the issues of agri-food certification, equipping
In 2017, on the basis of the growing attention towards
itself with a specialised structure capable of operating in a
environmental and sustainability issues, Agroqualità
market which, in the mid-nineties, was starting to show
began operating in the sector of organic and integrated
the need to safeguard quality values.
agriculture production. Within this framework, joining the
Equalitas scheme aims to continue along this path, to
Qualification and enhancement of agri-food
offer companies in the wine industry advanced services in
production have always represented Agroqualità's
the field of sustainability, an aspect increasingly present
mission.
in the economic system and in the management of the
territories as it is an added value for businesses,
In 2007, in order to enhance and expand the activities
consumers and for public administrations.
and services offered to businesses, control is acquired by

EQUALITAS NEWS NO 6

APRIL 2020

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Equalitas "rewarded" by the research
carried out by INTERTEK on behalf of
Northern European retailers and Monopolies
A growing number of buyers believe that national,
regional and international sustainability certifications
represent an important source of information for
assessing the impact on the environment and human
rights in supply chains. Due to the specificity of regional
challenges and of the growing number of sustainability
certifications, the Swiss retailer Denner, the Swedish
(Systembolaget),
Finnish
(Alko),
Norwegian
(Vinmonopolet), Faroese (Rúsdrekkasøla Landsins),
Icelandic (Vínbúðin) monopolies asked Intertek, the
global certification giant, to carry out a reference study in
order to evaluate 35 certification or sustainability audit
schemes.
The purpose of the study was to assess not only the
requirements of the various standards, but also their
reliability with respect to the overall management and
governance of the system; the requirements were
assessed for their objectivity and completeness, for
example by verifying the inclusion of issues concerning
the social/working conditions of the operators, the
environmental protection, the economic management of
companies and supply chains. The results of the study
can be used by buyers for the following purposes:
• mapping the risks associated with the wine supply
chains (and of other alcoholic beverages, since the
study covers all categories of alcoholic beverages);
• tender design;
• purchase guidelines for consumers.

Not only has Equalitas been selected among the projects
worthy of being included in the survey, but it emerged as
the most complete protocol, on the same level as some
other well-known initiatives, Californian and Chilean
above all, but ahead of numerous other projects from the
5 continents, totalling an overall reliability and
completeness score of 11/12!
As mentioned, the request to participate in the survey
was sent by Intertek to the managers of 34 schemes.
The following replied:
• Lodi Rules “Certified Green”
• Certified California Sustainable Vineyard and
Winery (CCSW)
• Certified Sustainable Wine of Chile
• Fair ’n Green
• WIETA (Wine and Agricultural Ethical
Trade Association)
• Fairtrade
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SA8000
Alentejo
Bodegas de Argentina Sustainability Protocol
Equalitas
Fair for Life
VIVA
Vignerons en Développement Durable
WINERIES for Climate Protection (WfCP)
Sustainable Austria
PW/Integrity and Sustainability Certified
GlobalGAP
Amfori BSCI
Bonsucro

The managers of the following initiatives were consulted,
but decided not to undergo Intertek's judgment
(sometimes motivating the refusal with the fact that the
protocols were being revised):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Qualenvi
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia (SWA)
Freshcare
New Zealand Sustainable Winegrowing
SMETA
Sustainable In Practice (SIP)
Haute Valeur
Made Green in Italy
Demeter
Ecovadis
ICEA
Terra Vitis
USDA
Viticulture Durable en Champagne (VDC)
Oregon LIVE (Low Input Viticulture and Enology)
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It is plausible that the companies certified according to
projects that took part in the survey and that achieved
gratifying results, will enjoy competitive advantages with
clients in the near future

EQUALITAS NEWS NO 6

Performa
nce
assessment
chart

APRIL 2020

EQUALITAS NEWS NO 6

APRIL 2020

SINGLE STANDARD

Where do we stand?
As is known, Equalitas is the only "private" protocol that
was asked to take part in the table for drafting the single
sustainability standard, a project launched and
coordinated by MIPAAF, in collaboration with MATTM
and with the so-called "supply chain table”, i.e.
associations that protect the interests of the sector. The
work table, which Federdoc, a main Partner of Equalitas,
therefore took part in, provided for the comparison and
harmonisation of the SQNPI, Viva, Equalitas protocols.
The technical working group sought a sort of lowest
common denominator, using the base provided by SQNPI
and enriching it with requirements pertaining to the 3
pillars of sustainability. This is an operation which
updates the national food quality system with the
possibility of establishing precise commitments and of
monitoring
these
thanks
to
the
sustainability
measurement indicators to be applied

gradually. Thanks to this measurement and target
system, it will be easier to direct and lay out the new CAP
in a concrete way and to finance consultancy and
innovation. Another challenge is to make the system
usable for all wineries, keeping intact the
sustainability
certifications
already
achieved,
including Equalitas.
In actual fact, the consistency between the single
standard and more in-depth projects will favour the
possibility of tackling the climb towards a complete
measurement of sustainability step by step. The
technical-scientific aspects have been solved and then
filtered by the experts into a single operational proposal.
Everything is ready, the governance model remains to be
established by the Ministries involved.
The hope is that 2020 will be the starting year of the
single national sustainability system and of the
consecration of Equalitas as a Gold level standard.
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BACKGROUND

Is sustainability worth it?
We publish the abstract of an interesting degree thesis,
by Dr Valentina Di Chiara, who carried out a study at the
Cantina Produttori Manduria, Equalitas certified.
The thesis, entitled “Economy of a sustainable winery
in a southern environment: the case of the winery
Produttori di Manduria”, was developed at the
University of Udine, Padua, Verona and the Libera
Università of Bolzano (Inter-university Master of Science
in Viticulture, Oenology and Wine Markets
- Department of Agri-food, Environmental and Animal
Sciences), with the support of Prof. Eugenio Pomarici.

Although resorting to sustainability methods should
provide, in addition to environmental and social benefits,
economic benefits too, some studies concerning the wine
sector have shown that this is not always so evident
(Pomarici et al., 2015).
It often happens, in fact, that the idea that the economic
benefits, deriving from the adoption of a sustainability
standard, should exceed the costs of obtaining the
certification is not so obvious, and this is generally linked
to a lack of knowledge on the part of the various players
in the supply chain. For this reason, in order to promote a
greater diffusion of sustainable practices among wineries,
it is essential to bridge the gaps due to a limited
knowledge in terms of environmental benefits, economic
benefits, and perceived costs (Pomarici et al., 2015).
In this context, this study aims to better understand
whether or not there are economic advantages deriving
from the adoption of sustainability standards, through the
analysis of the economy of a wine-growing reality that has
already obtained its certification: the winery Produttori di
Manduria, a reality which has been certified as a
"Sustainable Company" by Equalitas since 2016, a social
structure, active in the wine sector, whose objective is
that of guaranteeing a sustainability approach which is
secular and integrated in its economic, social and
environmental dimensions.
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After evaluating the effectiveness of the social and
environmental sustainability procedures, adopted by the
winery, by analysing the evolution of the composition of
the workforce and the winery's approach towards
consumption and waste, through a careful analysis of the
corporate financial statements from 2013 to date, it was
possible to carry out a survey on the capital and income
dynamics of Produttori of Manduria, in order to evaluate
the changes that emerged following the adoption of the
Equalitas standard.
The study shows that, starting from 2016, there has been
an increase in the main indices that describe the
company's state of health, and although some of these
values have decreased in recent years, there are
excellent prospects for growth and expansion, thanks to
an increasingly efficient sustainable approach, which has
guaranteed increases in the value of production, excellent
remuneration for the shareholders, an increase in
corporate reputation and further benefits which will be
visible to a greater extent over the coming years. It
follows therefore that not only did the certification not
have a negative influence on the cost-effectiveness of the
Cantina Produttori di Manduria, but that on the contrary it
seems to have improved its performance.
Keep reading
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